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SUBJECT: ELIGIBILITY TO MEET VIA TELECONFERENCE IN COMPLIANCE WITH SENATE
BILL 707 (DURAZO)

ACTION: APPROVE RECOMMENDATION

RECOMMENDATION

APPROVE the Ad Hoc Board Composition Committee’s use of relaxed teleconferencing rules for
eligible subsidiary bodies pursuant to Senate Bill 707 (SB 707), Government Code section 54953.8.6,
as authorized by the findings made by the Metro Board of Directors.

ISSUE

SB 707 (Attachment A), signed into law in October 2025, updates and extends the relaxed
teleconferencing options first authorized under Assembly Bill 2449 (Rubio). These relaxed rules allow
members of a legislative body to participate in a teleconference meeting from a remote location that
is not accessible to the public, provided certain requirements are met.

While SB 707 continues to provide relaxed teleconferencing options for a legislative body of a local
agency (i.e., bodies subject to the Brown Act) under updated “just cause” requirements or as a
reasonable accommodation, it adds an additional avenue for “eligible subsidiary bodies” (defined in
SB 707) to meet remotely using the relaxed teleconferencing standards (outside of “just cause”
reasons).  Under these expanded rules, an eligible subsidiary body may elect to meet remotely under
the relaxed teleconferencing standards if the Metro Board adopts the required statutory findings and
renews them every six months.

This Committee qualifies as an eligible subsidiary body; however, the relaxed meeting requirements
do not take effect automatically. Formal adoption is required before the Committee may utilize these
provisions.

BACKGROUND

The Brown Act, first enacted in 1953, governs meetings conducted by local legislative bodies, such
as boards of supervisors, city councils and school boards. It establishes open meeting requirements
for legislative bodies to ensure transparency and public access to governmental decision-making.
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Assembly Bill 2449 (AB 2449), enacted in September 2022, amended the Brown Act to allow limited
remote participation by members of legislative bodies under specified “just cause” or emergency
circumstances, subject to notice, access, and quorum requirements. AB 2449 expired on December
31, 2025.

SB 707 further amended the Brown Act by extending and modifying the teleconferencing provisions
set forth by AB 2449 and by authorizing certain eligible subsidiary bodies to meet using relaxed
teleconferencing standards without requiring a “just cause” determination for each participating
member. SB 707 requires the adoption of specific findings by the governing body (the Metro Board)
and mandates periodic reaffirmation of those findings for continued use of the relaxed requirements.

On February 26, 2026, the Metro Board approved the required statutory findings under SB 707,
establishing that eligible subsidiary bodies may utilize the relaxed teleconferencing provisions. The
Metro Board must make these findings every 6 months for the eligible bodies to continue to use
relaxed teleconferencing under SB 707.

The Committee, as an eligible body, may approve by majority vote to operate under these relaxed
teleconferencing rules.

DISCUSSION

The Committee qualifies as an eligible subsidiary body under SB 707. The Committee’s advisory role
to the Metro Board and part of its composition meet the statutory criteria for use of the relaxed
teleconferencing provisions.

Authorizing the Committee to operate under the relaxed meeting requirements would provide
additional flexibility in meeting participation and support the Committee’s ability to maintain a quorum
while continuing to comply with applicable Brown Act requirements.

Use of the relaxed teleconferencing provisions authorized under SB 707 is optional and requires
adoption by the Committee. Continued use of these provisions is contingent upon the Metro Board’s
renewal of the required statutory findings at least every six months.

If the relaxed provisions are not reaffirmed by Metro’s Board every six months, the Committee would
be required to conduct meetings in accordance with standard Brown Act meeting requirements.

DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT

This action does not have an impact on safety.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There is no financial impact associated with this action as teleconferencing mechanisms are already
in place.

EQUITY PLATFORM
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This action supports equitable access to the Committee’s advisory processes by allowing flexible
participation options for members. Teleconference flexibility reduces barriers to participation for
advisory body members who travel from across Los Angeles County and may face challenges related
to work schedules or other responsibilities. This item supports inclusive participation and the
Committee's ongoing operations.

VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED OUTCOME

VMT and VMT per capita in Los Angeles County are lower than national averages, the lowest in the
SCAG region, and on the lower end of VMT per capita statewide, with these declining VMT trends
due in part to Metro’s significant investment in rail and bus transit.*  Metro’s Board-adopted VMT
reduction targets align with California’s statewide climate goals, including achieving carbon neutrality
by 2045. To ensure continued progress, all Board items are assessed for their potential impact on
VMT.

While this item does not directly encourage taking transit, sharing a ride, or using active
transportation, it is a vital part of Metro operations, as it will allow Metro’s eligible advisory bodies to
meet virtually, increasing membership and participation without increasing VMT. Because the Metro
Board has adopted an agency-wide VMT Reduction Target, and this item supports the overall
function of the agency, this item is consistent with the goals of reducing VMT.

*Based on population estimates from the United States Census and VMT estimates from Caltrans’ Highway Performance Monitoring
System (HPMS) data between 2001-2019.

IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS

The recommendation supports strategic plan goal #5 to provide responsive, accountable, and
trustworthy governance within the Metro organization by allowing the Committee to meet virtually.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The Committee can choose not to adopt the relaxed rules that allow virtual meetings outside of “just
cause” reasons; however, members would generally be required to participate in person, which may
limit the Committee’s ability to accommodate members’ attendance. This could result in challenges in
achieving or maintaining a quorum.

NEXT STEPS

Upon approval, staff will implement the adopted meeting procedures and periodically reaffirm the
Metro Board’s authorization for the continued use of the relaxed procedures.

ATTACHMENT

Attachment A - SB 707 (Durazo)

Prepared by: Collette Langston, Board Clerk, (213) 922-2837
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Reviewed by: Collette Langston, Board Clerk, (213) 922-2837
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\̂̂]aLHHR_bSacQWdcUeHPfĤ_ĝHYZ[M[HS̀HIG[GMMJHPQRSTUVWSQXGMGJXYZ[M[XP\Q]̂_V_̀d\̂eR FJHGh

Attachment B



��������	
	���

������	����	�������	�����	��	��������	�	��	�����	���	��	 ����� 	��	�������	�!��"#�	��	�	�����������	�
������$	 ������ 	�%��%���	��	�������	������	��	���	&�����	�� 	�����$	�� �"	'����	�
������$�	��%�� 	��	����	��������	������	���$	��	�����	�
���������	��	���	(�%� �����	��	���	��������$	����	�����	���	����������$	�)�������	*%��� ������"���	+�����	��	�
������$,	
����	�����	��	�
������$	�������
� 	�%��%���	��	�������	�!��	��	���	����������-
������$	��������	.��	��������	
	���

������	����	�������	�����	��	��������	�	��	�����	��"/012	332	�������	�4#�5"�"5	��	�  � 	��	���	6�����
���	�� ��	��	��� 789:8;2<2;2	���	.	�����������	(� $	��	�	�����	�����$	
�$	��� %��	�	��������������	
������	�%��%���	��	��������4#�5"�	���	 %����	���	��������������	
�������	��	�����	�	=%��%
	��	���	
�
(���	��	���	�����������	(� $������������	��	������	���
	�	����%���	��$�����	��������	������$	� ������� 	��	���	���� ��	�����	��������	�����	(�����	��	���	�%(���	�� 	���%��� 	������	���	(�%� �����	��	���	��������$	����	�����	���	�����	�����$	�)�������*%��� �������	����� � 	����	���	�����������	(� $	��
�����	����	���	��=%���
����	��	�������	�4#�5"�	�� 	���	��	������������	�  �������	��=%���
����7���	.	
�
(��	��	���	�����������	(� $	��������	���	�����������	(� $	��	���	��������	������%���$	�����(�������% ���	��	���	�����	��	�	���%���	
�������	��	�����	��� 	��	�����������	��
����$	���	*%��	��%���	����% ���	��������	 ����������	��	���	����%
�������	��������	��	�����	��� 	��	������	��
����$	��	���	�����	
������"���	���	
�
(��	�����	�����������	����%��	(���	�% ��	�� 	���%��	���������$"�5�	�.�	���	����������	��	����	�%( �������	�����	���	�����	��	�	
����	���	��$	
�
(��	��	�	�����������	(� $	�������������	��	
�������	��	���	�����������	(� $	�����$	($	��������������	���
	�	��
���	��������	���	*%��	��%�����	
���	����	���	���������	�%
(��	��	
��������	��	�������(��7���	���	
�������	���	$����	��	���	�����������	(� $	���%����$	
����	����	���	
����	��	����"����	>���	
�������	���	$����	��	���	�����������	(� $	���%����$	
����	�����	���	
����"�����	�����	
�������	���	$����	��	���	�����������	(� $	���%����$	
����	�����	��	
���	��
��	���	
����"�?�	>��	���	�%�����	��	��%�����	
�������	����� � 	($	��������������	%� ��	����	����������	�	+
������,�����	(�	 ����� 	��	��$	�%
(��	��	
�������	��	���	�����������	(� $	��	�	�����	�����$	����	(����	��	�����
�	����� ��	 �$"�(�	���	
��%���	���	���	
������	�����	� �����$	���	��������	���������	��	�%( �������	���	����	����	
�
(��	����� %���	��	�����������	��
����$"	����	�%( �������	�����	���	(�	������%� 	��	��=%���	���	
�
(��	��	 �������	��$
� ����	 ��������	��	 ���(����$�	��	��$	��������	
� ����	�����
�����	����	��	���������	�)�
��	%� ��	�)������	��������% ����	(%�	���	��
��� 	���	���	����� ��������$	��	@� ����	A����
�����	.��	��������	�	���

������	�����������	�!�	��	B���	�"!	��	��������	�	��	���	�����	�� ��"���	>��	�%������	��	����	��������	+*%��	��%��,	
����	��$	��	���	���������7���	���� ����	��	����������	��� 	��	�	���� �	�������	���� �������	���� ���� �	��(�����	���%���	��	 �
������������	����	��=%����	���
	��	�����������	��
����$"	+���� �,	+�������,	+���� �������,	+���� ���� �,	�� +��(����,	����	���	��
�	
������	��	�����	���
�	 �	��	�������	��#4�"�"���	.	��������%�	�������	����	��������	�	
�
(��	���
	����� ���	��	������"�5�	.	��� 	������ 	��	�	��$�����	��	
�����	��� �����	����	��	���	�%(*���	��	�%( �������	���	��	�������	�4#�5"�4�	������	�����	��	��������	(%������	��	���	�����������	(� $	��	�������	�����	��	�����	�����$"���	.�	�

%����
���
��� 	���� �	�������	���� �������	���� ���� �	��(�����	���%���	��	 �
�����	�������	��	���
�
(��	����	��=%����	���	
�
(��	��	�����������	��
����$"

CDEFCEDGH	FIGJ	KL MNOPQRSTPNUDJDGUVWXJXUMYNZ[\S\]
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ELIGIBILITY TO MEET VIA 
TELECONFERENCE IN COMPLIANCE 
WITH SENATE BILL 707 (DURAZO)

March 2026



2

Senate Bill 707 Overview

Governor Newsom signed Senate Bill 707 into law on October 3, 2025. SB 707 both restores and 
restructures various provisions (Brown Act modifications) that expired on December 31, 2025 (AB 
2449). 

SB 707 also makes permanent some transparency-related reforms and establishes new 
requirements regarding public access and participation in local government proceedings. Some of 
the amendments became effective January 1, 2026, while others will become effective July 1, 2026.

Under SB 707, before subsidiary advisory bodies (Ad Hoc) can adopt some of the provisions, the 
legislative body (Metro Board) had to adopt findings authorizing their subsidiary bodies to 
consider holding teleconference meetings. 
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SB 707 Metro Board Findings

On February 26, 2026, the Metro Board adopted the following findings on behalf of eligible 
subsidiary bodies as defined by SB 707:

(i) The Board of Directors has considered the circumstances of the eligible subsidiary body.

(ii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would enhance public access to meetings 
of the eligible subsidiary body, and the public has been made aware of the type of remote 
participation, including audio-visual or telephonic, that will be made available at a regularly 
scheduled meeting and has been provided the opportunity to comment at an in-person meeting of 
the legislative body authorizing the subsidiary body to meet entirely remotely.

(iii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would promote the attraction, retention, 
and diversity of eligible subsidiary body members.

The Board has power to authorize or revoke the remote meeting option.
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SB 707 All Legislative Bodies, updates

• Public must have access via either two-way audio-visual platform (like Teams/Zoom) or 
two-way telephonic PLUS live webcasting 

• both when using relaxed teleconferencing, under “just cause” or proclaimed state 
of emergency

• Any members who are teleconferencing (under relaxed teleconferencing rules, just 
cause, or as a reasonable accommodation): 

• must use both audio and video, or audio if a physical condition related to their 
disability results in a need to participate off camera

• must announce whether anyone 18 or older in the room with them

• must announce the reason prior to turning off their camera due to challenges with 
internet connectivity
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SB 707 Relaxed Teleconferencing Rules

• The Metro Board authorized eligible subsidiary bodies to meet via teleconference, by either audio-
visual or telephonic means, if they choose, subject to SB 707 requirements; and updating relaxed 
teleconferencing rules as stated in SB 707

• Subsidiary bodies must vote to adopt relaxed teleconferencing rules at their respective meetings 
by vote

• The key difference is that eligible subsidiary bodies will have the ability to meet remotely without 
just cause, if they choose 

• If the subsidiary body does not adopt relaxed teleconferencing rules for their respective 
meetings, they would still be able to use the just cause/emergency rules or during a proclaimed 
a state of emergency

• Findings must be made every 6 months by the Board after the initial adoption for eligible 
subsidiary bodies to continue to meet under relaxed teleconferencing rules  
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SB 707 Relaxed Teleconferencing Rules

• This subsidiary bodies can meet by teleconference almost entirely remotely:

• Without identifying all teleconferencing locations on the agenda or posting agendas at each location 

• One physical meeting location within the boundaries of the legislative body that created it must be designated so 
members and the public can physically attend the meeting; 

• At least one staff member is present at the physical meeting location during the meeting

• The meeting agenda is posted at the physical meeting location (not required at remote locations)

• Meeting agenda specifies the means of public access and allows for public comment, including a call-in or 
internet-based option, in real time

• Public comments shall not be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting

• Only Committee members not acting in their official elected capacity are eligible for these relaxed rules

• Quorum not required to be in the room

• Two-way audio/visual platform or telephonic service with live webcasting is provided for remote public access 

• If service is disrupted, no further action can be taken until phone or internet-based option is restored 

• Members participating remotely visibly appear on camera (subject to connectivity or disability) 
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Questions?
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Addendum – Just Cause
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SB 707 Just Cause Teleconferencing Requirements

SB 707 allows virtual participation for “just cause”

• Members must notify the legislative body at the earliest opportunity possible (including at the start of a 
meeting) of the need to participate remotely and their “just cause” reason

• The member is not required to disclose specifics: medical diagnosis or disability, or personal medical 
information that is otherwise exempt under existing law

• At least a quorum of the members (Ad Hoc= 6/11) must participate in person from a single physical 
location open to the public within the boundaries of Los Angeles County

• The member participating remotely must use audio and visual technology

• The minutes for the meeting shall identify the specific provision that each member relied upon to 
participate remotely

• “Just cause” remote appearance limits based on regular meeting schedules: 

✓ two meetings per year, if the body regularly meets once per month or less
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SB 707 Just Cause Reasons for Teleconferencing

“Just cause” reasons include:

• Childcare or caregiving needs of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, 
or domestic partner; 

• Contagious illness preventing the member from attending;

• Physical or mental conditions not subject to reasonable accommodation; 

• Official travel on behalf of the legislative body or another state/local agency; 

• Needs related to an immunocompromised child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, 
sibling, spouse, or domestic partner; 

• Physical or family medical emergency; or 

• Military service obligations

Remote appearance for just cause is effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2029.




